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Z. On 20 duly 1947 the following chenges were made in the Central Government of 
the Federal Peoples’ Republic of Yugoslavia: 


Eng. Nikola Petrovic, formerly Minister of Foreign Trade in the 
Central Goverment, was appointed to the newly-created post of 
Minister for Electrificetion ("Electro-economy"). 


Eng. Milentije Popovic, former President of the Plaming Comission 
of the People's Republic of Sorbia, was appointed Minister of Foreign 
Trade in the Central Goverment. 


2. The Ministry of Blectrification was established on 20 July 194” by action 
of the Presidium of the Peoples’ Assembly of Yugoslavia. It‘. responsible 
for the execution of the plans for the electrification of the ~ «mbtry embodied 
in the Five-Year Plen. This task had formerly been the respor iility of the 
Winistry of Industry. ’ 


3. Eng Nikola Petrovic 


Petrovic is about forty years old and was born in Cakevu (nea: ~“miscara), 
Rumania, He comes of a nationalist Serbian family from Vojvou.ie Province anc 
married the daughter of Daka Popovic, a fairly prominent Serb ;+:litician. 


Petrovic is a graduate in electrical engineering of the Univer: ty of Zagreb 
and has also studied in Prague. 


Although not prominent in politica, Petrovic has been a member of the Communist 
Party since his youth, and was an underground Commmist leader end organizer. 

He was sentenced to twelve years’ penal servitude for his political activities 

in Timisoara, but managed to escape to Yugoslavia, Settling ir Novi Sad, he 
posed as & persecuted Serb patrict, and thus obtained the sympethy of the 
Yugoslav authorities, In Novi Sad he obtained a position as menager of the city 
power station, largely through the influence of his father~in-law, At this time 
he represented himself as a nationalist and was apparently not engaged in 
political ectivities, although for a while he servod as Seoretery of the Yugoslev- 
Czech League in Belgrade. 


Joining the Partisan =e di the Pruska Gora erea toward the «- * of the war, 


NFIDENTIAL 


REFERENCE CENTER LP 


cat 


C 


a 


- 0! J sd:For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000900740005-0 
Date tes 18 SEE bys _O1d 


“Approved For sae ZEA TIAL nops2.ooas7Rooogge740006-0 
| CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP iim 
wae 118361 


Petrovic helped in the political organizing of the Vojvodina. At 

the end of the war he became a member of the first Provisional Got ornment 
(Peoples' Committee) and later “inister of Commerce in the first Contral 
Government. Still later, he was appointed Minister of Foreign Trea, 
which post he occupied until becoming Tinister for Hlectrificatio: on 

20 July 1947, 


He has been elected Peovle's Deputy from the Conrunist Party for the 
Vojvodina on both the Central and Federal lists, and i8 a merber of the 
Executive Committoe of the People's Front organizations for both Y-roslavia 
and Serbia. Te is a momber of the "Sconomic Council" and may be aa adviser 
on economics to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Yu joslavia. 
Ye is the recipient of high Yugoslav decorations as well as those 3f 
neighboring states. 


Petrovic is an experienced and highly competent electrical ongineer with 
outstanding commercial oxperience, Ile is officient, and well-educated 
and speaxs fluent English, French, Czech, German, Rumanian, and Hu warian. 


4, Eng. lilentije Popovic 


Popovic, a 38-year old native of Crna Trava (in eastern Serbia), cos 

of a prominent nationalist family. Tis father, Milic. Popovic, ic . well~ 
to-do construction engineer. The younger Popovic is estranged fre. cis 
brother, an Orthodox priest. Milentije Popovic's career is looked ‘pon 
with disapproval by his family. 


Fopovic finished rymmasium, and studied building construction. Bef ire the 
war he was in the building contracting business. 


lle has been a Conmmnist since his youth, and was arrested and punis id 
for subversive activities several times. He became a nember of tre 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Serbia before the war, and 
is now one of the acknowledged leaders of Comnunisn in Serbia, 


Joining the Partisan movenont at its inception, he occupied variou: 
responsible political posts, was a membor of AVINOJ, Pod, NOV, and c° 
PUOO for Serbia. fe was concerned principally with the organizaticy 
of eastern Serbia along Communist lines. He became noted for his 
uncompromising attitude and his ruthless climination of political 
oppouients . 


After the war he was appointed IMnister of the Interior, a positio 
which he held until the first Central Governnent was formed. 


Popovic became successively Minister of the Interior of Serbia and 
President of the Planning Commission for Sorbia, which latter post 
he held until his appointment as Minister of Foreign Trade in the 
Central Government. 
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